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1. On 29 September 19 activ was baing conducted at Mersebirg airfiesld by
MiG-158 (m 30 September, formation filyinz wms preoti-
25X1 ced by swepl-beck Jet fightera, Trucks cbsarved fn the viecinity of the fi=13
251 | |
2. The following air astivity and alreraft were observed at the fisld hetwsen @ -
October and 4 November: :
25X1 9.0ctober. Betuesn 4:30 p.m. and 5:15 n.1., at individual £light was nads by &
25X1 MiG-15. Vieibility wes good and there ware no clouds, .
25X1 10 October. Betwsen 10345 s.m. and 4 p.a., sircraft oracticed fiying i olemente
25X 1 of twos. The weather wus cloudless and viaibility was limited to 3 Jm.
43 _October, Between 10 a.m, 2rd 1 p.m., there was air activity by !l €ormasions cf
four and five alveratt. Thers were mo alouds and visibility was limited to 3 kn.
34 October, Batween 8 a.m. and 4345 p.m.. swept-back jet fighters praeticed flyi
: in formations of twos and fours. |
25X1 [ | The sky was clo =
18 o 22 October. No air activity was observed, There was mostly thick fog.
: 23 October, Betwssn 2:3C:n.m. and 2210 p.m., teke-offs tere made by two MiG~18s, -
Thers were po clouds and visibility was (imited to about 1,000 meters,
2 Qctober, Ho uir activity was conducted because of pcor viaibility,
The ceiling wae at an altitude of 100 meters and visitlity was limited to 300 '
meters. .
gzm;& Betweer 9:15 a.m. and 4:10 p.m., local individual flights wers made
byasept-back Jet aireraft. There was a closed celling at 1,000 meters and wisibility
25X1 of 1 km,
28 October. Between 1 p.m., and 4:30 p.m., aircraft practiced £1 in el
of twos. Af
25X1 | ! | The Weather vas cloudless and visibility limited to
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29 snd 30 Ogtober. No alr activity was observed. There was a closed celling
at un altitude of 100 meters.

25X1 31 October. Botween 10:30 a.m, end 2:20 p.m., a do fliohts in elements
of twos, remaining aloft for 55 to 65 minutes.

25X1 | ]There were no cleuds and visibility was limiced Lo
4 Jm,

1 to 3 November. No air sctivity was observed.

& November. Between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m., local flights were made by & U-MiG-15
at large intervals. There was a closed ceiling at 200 meters and visibilivy
of about 1 k. Each flight lasted 3 to 4 minutes,

25X1 | the swept~back jet fighter unit, which had arrived at Merse-
burg airfield on 27 September, was permansntly stationed at the field. As alr ac-
tivity was carried ocut on the previous pattern, source believed that the new unif
had the same operational procseduras as the previous unit. All shrepnelproof sire

o5x1 craft revetments which were observed |:L|on 3 and 4 November wers necuried.
On 4 November, about 60 aireraft were observed at the field. Recently, raconneissan-
ce activity has been rather diffieult, in as much as Sovist sentrles now patrel
along the western edge of the field on bieyeles.

3, In October, large quantities of fuel avrived at tha field. The fuel cortalners
observed had shipping labels with a green crecssiine and the imscription: From
Leuns/railroad station Gruss Corbetha o railrond station Mertse'a'.iurgv',,/'l"‘lz'ieaie:ra:ahc;ei-xee,n 2
L. Most of the airfield area was surrounded by & barbsd wirs fence except for the north-

szstern cornsrs where a wcoden fence was seer. “hare were some zaps in tie fence
25X1 along the eastern and western edgea.,|:| sketch of the field.l

5, | |the £1ight coatrol station was housed in a building southwest
25X of the hangar in the eastern section of the fileld. This bullding was higier than
1 the other buildings at the fleld and had tower-like supsrstructure with a flst

roof on which a high rod entenna and a wind cone ware fitted.

6, The fuel dump was located in the southern ssction of the field, exmctly 2t the
extension of the former rcad to the north,west of %the westernmost hangar. e ammue
nition dump was previously observed at the field. However, | |

o5x1 [___lthe aAa uniti since 7% has re-cccupled the emplacement, storad ammoiticr &b
the firing range.
25X1 ‘

7. The lumer low frequency beaccn was located ir the castern flying lane. On 4 Cebobex,
two Kniferest-type radar sets wore observed st the field, one in the scuthesstern
corner and the othar one cn the ncrthern edge. Two telescopic masts were sesn neap
the temporary buildings at the northern edge of ths field, A radar set eonsisting
of a wide and curved grid, which rotated in & clocckwlee motion om its sxle ard a
magt with a ball on top, vhich probably was slso a radar set, wera locat:d on the
northern edge. The radio mast, about 25 meters high, and with a wire fraze, uhich
had been previously observed on the landing field was no longer seer aftar 28 Oc-
tober. Two radio trucks eacch with a telsscopic antenns wers located at tiae field,
one in the easiern sectior and the other ons in ths_southeastern corner. The bouse
trailers were observed nser the latiter radio iruck.
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No stationary rotary searchlights were observed previously. During night

flying activity,| |searchlight between the

runway and taxiway located approximately in the middle of the landing field;

the searchlight rotated at regular intervals. When night flights were made,

the runway was illuminated by a searchlight mounted on a truck in the eastern
section of the field, A flare path, beginning at the radio instzllation east

of the runway, consisted of 7 red searchlights which were arranged approximatsly
at the extension of the southern edge of the runway. The lights were matited on
poles about 2 meters high. The dim red light was radiated laterally upward at
tae approaching aireraft. Two red lamps wers erected on both sides of the eastern
and western ends of the runway and white lamps were located on elther side of the
entire runway, No boundary lights were seen. Obstacle lights were only fitted

on the radio installation in the eastern section and on the smokestack of/%inzgar
factory.

The AA guns previously obrerved in te emplacement on the eastern edge of the
field were removed, They were not observed in another cement. Trucksl;;;;
[ == ] ith drivers weaFT
black-bordered blue epaulets, were observed entering and leaving the fleld,

Comment. The fighter regiment with 35 FiG-153 which landed at lerssburg
airfield in connection with the mancuver by the Third Shock Army was beliaved to

have come from Altenburg | Tha observa-
tion[  Jen r.mMZM'mn stationed in
Merseburg, Howaever, the aireraft of the figh-
ter regiment from Altenburg were cbserved &t vheir home field, Therefore, it
cannot be determined which unit is additionally stationed at Mersaburg airfield,

A yet nﬁ information of a change in occupaticn has been received from other sir-
fields.

2. | Comment. This is a direct fuel supply srom Leuna Plant to Merseburg airtield,
roba

25X1

25X 13,

25X1
25X1

P! bly in connection with the increased fuel consumption during the meneuvers
by the Third Shock Army and the Eighths Gds Army. Merseburg =zirfield is usualliy
supplied with fuel Irom Aken.

:LQQM On 7 October 1953, | |the Kniferest-type

set on the northern edge of the field was dlemantled and thet the 25-meters redio
mest with the wire frame was observed for the first time,
A radar stetion consisting of 1 bumbo-type set, 1 Kniferest-type get, and 1 ‘okene
type set is believed to be located at Mersemrg airfield.
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Merseturg Alrfield,

Legend:

1 Runway

2 Texiway

2a Connecting lanes
45 shrapnelproof aircraft revetments (
Hangars
Repair hanger

3

4

5

6 PFiring range
7 Fliight control station

8 Billeting buildings

9 Fuel dump

10 Landing searchlights mounted on trucks

11 Seven red searchlights, 25 tc 30 in diameter, on poles, a.bbut 2 meters high
12 Four red lamps on both sides of the runway

13 VWhite lamps on both sides of the runway

14 Four red lamps

15 Spui‘ track

16 Sheds and loading ramp

17 Inner low frequency landing bsacon

18 Two Kniferesi-type raedar sets \

19 'l‘eléscopic masts

20 Token-type radar set

21 Radio mest with ball on top, radar set

22 Radar zet with telescopic anternna

23  Radar set with telescooic antenns; twc house trailers are parked
nearby

24 Sheds
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Guardhouse at entrance gate
Hut, probably sentry box
WQoden fence betweenmoair hangar and hangar
Shed

Orchard
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